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Mission Statement

The Algal Biomass Organization promotes the development

of viable commercial markets for renewable and sustainable

products and commodities derived from algae.

 To assist in catalyzing an industry to meet market needs

 Microalgae andMacroalgae, ñTrue Algaeò (Eukaryotes) and    

Cyanobacteria (prokaryotes)

 All products, process and intermediate uses, not just energy applications

 Technology neutral 



ABOôs Purpose:

The Algae Industryôs Voice and Advocate

 To serve as a national and international trade association and voice for individuals, corporations, 
and organizations pursuing commercial applications for algal biomass

 To facilitate industry development based on science, best practices and the latest technology

 To act as an information clearinghouse for peer-reviewed articles, industry news, funding 
opportunities, public initiatives

 To educate the ABOôs Members, policymakers, the media and the public regarding the 
commercialization and use of algal-based products, processes and relevant technologies

 To provide industry networking and collaboration opportunities

 To advocate and promote technical best practices that will aid in the commercialization and 
expanded use of algal-based products

 To aggregate and formalize advocacy efforts for the improvement of federal, state and local 
policies that would aid in the commercialization and expanded use of algal-based products.



Status

 Washington State non-profit organization

 Articles of Incorporation are public and the bylaws are available to 
Members

 Currently applying for tax exempt status as a 501(c)(6) trade association

 Membership dues are not charitable contributions but they may be 
deducted as a business expense to the extent not used for legislative 
advocacy.

 The ABO intends to form an affiliated 501(c)(3) foundation
 Permit full involvement of those individuals and organizations whose involvement in 

an organization with a lobbying component may be limited

 Take advantage of grants available only to 501(c)(3) organizations.



Membership

What are the qualifications of Membership?

 Membership is open to all for-profit and non-profit corporations, 
partnerships, limited liability companies, joint ventures, trusts, associations 
and organizations and is open to all individuals of good character involved in 
activities that support the states purpose of the ABO, including investors, 
researchers, producers, end-users, and technology suppliers.

Who supports the Algal Biomass Organization?

 The Organization is supported financially by member organizations and 
individuals, as well as grants and donations from private, corporate, and 
government entities.



Platinum Members



Corporate Members



Membership

LEVELS ARE AVAILABLE FOR THE FOLLOWING:

 Platinum Member - $10,000 

(Includes 2 complimentary registrations for the Algae Biomass Summit)

 Corporate / Organization - $2,000

 Individual - $500
($300 with a paid registration to the 2008 Algae Biomass Summit) 

 Academic / Education Sector - $100

 Student - $50 (Non-Voting Status)

 Membership is good through 2009 ïFull benefits package is under 
consideration by the Board of Directors.



GOVERNANCE:

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 The ABO is managed by a Board of Directors consisting of up to 15 

Directors, and Members vote for the Directors.  Directors serve staggered 

2-year terms.

 Formation of the Current Board ïDemocratic Election, Not By Fiat
 Grew out of Inaugural Algae Biomass Summit last November

 All of those interested in serving placed their business card in a hat

 128 people were interested and those 128 people cast votes for their ñtop 3ò

 The 8 people with the most votes became the Steering Committee, which 
became the Board of Directors when the ABO was officially chartered

 A company or organization could only hold one seat

 Resulted in an excellent cross-section of the industry ïlarge company, small 
start-ups, university and government experts, consulting and financial 
backgrounds.



GOVERNANCE:

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 Billy Glover and Darrin Morgan, Co-Chair Boeing Commercial Airplanes

 Mr. Thomas Byrne, Secretary & Treasurer Byrne & Company, Ltd. 

 Mr. Mark Allen P.E. (Jim Sears, Proxy) A2BE Carbon Capture Corporation 

 Dr. Philip Pienkos National Renewable Energy Labs 

 Dr. Greg Mitchell Scripps Institution of Oceanography 

 Dr. John Benemann Benemann Associates 

 Mr. Tyler Krutzfeldt Mont Vista Capital 

 Dr. Keith Cooksey Montana State University

For full contact information for Directors, 

visit algalbiomass.org



GOVERNANCE:  

ABO COMMITTEES

Summary
 The Committees have and exercise the authority of the Directors in 

managing the ABO, subject to several limitations.

 Seven Committees (Described Below)

 Each committee consists of a mix of Directors and non-Director Members, 
except for the Director Recruitment Committee and Bylaw Review and 
Governance Committee which consist only of Directors.

 Directors on each committee are appointed by Board Resolution.  Non-
Director Members may be appointed by Board Resolution or if the Board 
has not acted, then by unanimous consent of the Directors appointed to 
such committee.

 THE BOARD IS SEEKING THOSE MEMBERS INTERESTED IN SERVING ON 
COMMITTEES.  SELF-NOMINATE AT ABO BOOTH OR AT RECEPTION.



GOVERNANCE:  

ABO COMMITTEES

Peer Review Committee

 Positions:  7 
 2 Directors

 5 Non-Director Members

 Director Members:  
 Keith Cooksey (Chair)

 John Benemann

 Purpose:  To ensure that publications, articles or other documents 
endorsed or promoted by the Corporation as ñpeer reviewedò are 
scrutinized by experts in the relevant fields. 



GOVERNANCE:  

ABO COMMITTEES

Membership Development Committee

 Positions:  7 
 3 Directors 

 4 Non-Director Members

 Director Members:  
 Mark Allen (Chair)

 Billy Glover

 Tyler Krutzfeldt

 Greg Mitchell

 Purpose:  To increase membership in the ABO.



GOVERNANCE:  

ABO COMMITTEES

Events Committee

 Positions:  5 
 3 Directors

 2 Non-Director Members

 Director Members:  
 Tom Byrne (Chair)

 Greg Mitchell

 Phil Pienkos

 Purpose:  To organize events hosted by the ABO, whether such events are 
open to Members only or the general public, to increase or retain 
membership in the ABO and otherwise to advance the purpose of the ABO 
as set forth in its Articles of Incorporation.



GOVERNANCE:  

ABO COMMITTEES

Bylaw Review and Governance Committee

 Positions:  3 (All Directors) 

 Director Members:  
 Mark Allen (Chair)

 Billy Glover

 Greg Mitchell

 Purpose:  To ensure that the Bylaws, including, the committee structure, 
are functioning efficiently and in the best interests of the ABO.



GOVERNANCE:  

ABO COMMITTEES

Public and Government Relations Committee

 Positions:  7 
 3 Directors

 4 Non-Director Members

 Director Members:  
 Billy Glover (Chair)

 Tom Byrne

 Greg Mitchell

 Purpose:  To increase public and governmental awareness of the algal 
biomass industry, its domestic and international benefits, barriers to 
growth, policies that could accelerate or enhance the realization of such 
benefits and mitigate or eliminate such barriers, and to generally 
encourage the growth of the algal biomass industry. 



GOVERNANCE:  

ABO COMMITTEES

Technical Standards Committee

 Positions:  5 
 2 Directors (Minimum)

 3 Non-Director Members

 Director Members:  
 Jim Sears (Chair)

 John Benemann

 Phil Pienkos

 Keith Cooksey

 Purpose:  To develop, review and comment upon, and advocate for 
industry standards and best practices for the general benefit of the algal 
biomass industry. 

 Currently inactive and will likely be enlarged once activated.



GOVERNANCE:  

ABO COMMITTEES

Director Recruitment Committee

 Positions:  3 (All Directors)

 Director Members:
 Tyler Krutzfeldt (Chair)

 Mark Allen

 Phil Pienkos

 Purpose:  To recommend to the Board of Directors, for nomination to the 
Members of the ABO, appropriate candidates for election as Directors of 
the ABO. 



Events

ALGAE BIOMASS SUMMIT

 The annual Algae Biomass Summit will continue to survey the emerging industry 
exploring the use of algae as a feedstock for liquid transportation fuels and other 
sustainable commodities. 

 WSGR and Byrne & Co. are transitioning organizational responsibility for this event to 
the ABO and will continue supporting the industry as sponsors of the Summit and 
Founding Members of the ABO.

ANNUAL MEETING

 Required by Bylaws for Members to elect Directors

 Meeting will be held in the Spring in Washington, D.C. and will focus on energy policy 
issues specific to the algal biomass industry.

For more information ïplease visit: algalbiomass.org/events



For More Information: 

ALGALBIOMASS.ORG

Thank You

(And Please Join...)


